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ELQQR DEBATE

Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k  you. S e nator Chambers. Senator
Schimek, a nd this will b e  y our t h i r d  time.

S E N ATOR SCHIMEK: (Inaudible)

SENATOR CUDABACK: S e nator Chambers, you h a v e  almost five
m i n u t e s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Th a n k  you, Mr. President, m e m b e r s  of the
Legislature. Yo u  are w a t c h i n g  an i n t e r e s t i n g  p h e n o m e n o n  this 
afternoon. If any of y o u  w a t c h  t r a c k  meets, t h e y  h a v e  what they 
call relay races. That's w h e r e  t h e y  will h a v e  four p e o p l e  and 
ea ch. .. the  d i s t a n c e . . .the total d i s t a n c e  of th e  r ace y o u  get to 
by  m u l t i p l y i n g  b y  f our t he d i s t a n c e  that e a c h  one runs. The one
wh o  starts the r ace is g i v e n  a stick call e d  a baton, and that
per s o n  runs as f ast as h e  or she can and gives it off to the
next person. The relay exists b e c a u s e  no one p e r s o n  runs the 
entire race. Th e  stick is h a n d e d  off and each one does his or
he r  part. Well, I'm like t hat miler. I'm in a m ile relay but I 
have to run th e  wh o l e  mile. So I ru n  arou n d  one t ime with'the 
stick in m y  right hand, then I relay b y  p a s s i n g  it to my left 
hand. B ut sometimes it's n e c e s s a r y  in l e g i s l a t i n g  to do exactly 
what we ' r e  doing, and b e c a u s e  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  r e a l i t y  of ho w  a 
legislature rea l l y  functions, w e  should n o t  b e  so qu i c k  to go 
running out of h ere w h e n  t h e s e  reporters ge t  stories wrong, when 
editors don't h ave any t h i n g  b e t t e r  to do t han attack the 
Legislature, w h e n  the G o v e r n o r  does t he same thing. We should 
not jump on t hat b a n d w a g o n  and p r e t e n d  that we d o n ' t  understand 
the real dynamics. W e  k n o w  that p o i n t s  are r e a c h e d  in the 
legislative p r o c e s s  wh e r e  t h o s e  of us w ho m i g h t  n o t  be able to 
stand the sight of each other, n e v e r t h e l e s s  m u s t  w o r k  together 
and cooperate. T h a t  is one of th e  dyn a m i c s  that th e  peop l e  on 
the o u tside do no t  understand, and it's w h y  as m u c h  as it might 
be made to appear that I can't get al o n g  w i t h  anybody, the 
reality is far different. So w h a t  w e  n e e d  to d o  as legislators 
is u p h o l d  the d i g n i t y  of the Legislature, as an institution, and 
make peop l e  r e s pect this Legislature, as an institution, in the 
wa y  that t hey fear me. A n d  if we d id that, we w o u l d  n ot have 
some of our co lleagues m e e t i n g  somewhere t r y i n g  to figure ho w  to
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